Investigation of the nucleolar organizer regions in Alzheimer's disease.
The Ag-stained nucleolus organizer regions and the satellite association (SA) were studied in peripheral lymphocyte cultures derived from 10 patients with Alzheimer's disease (AD), 10 elderly controls and 10 young controls. Our results showed a significant lower frequency of Ag staining and SA in relation to the chromosome pair 21 in the AD patient group when compared with the elderly and young control groups. These results point to a reduction in the activity of ribosomal genes in the AD patient group.